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RUBY COLE

Ruby Lena Cole, 96. of North-
ville died June 25at Munson Med-
fcal Center in Traverse City.

She was bomn Feb. 13, 1896, in
Novi to Lester and Nellie Dodge
Lyke. Her husband, Harley, pre-
ceded her in death.

S Mrs. Cole is her son,
Robert Cole of Mancelona; five
grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren,

Ahomemaker, she lived heren-
tire life in the community. She was
amember of the Amerfuian Legion
Auxiliary Post 147 of Northville.

He funeral was June 27 at
Casterline Funeral Home In
Northville. Dr. Doy, Vernon of
the First United Methodist
Church of Northville oficiated the
service. Interment was at Rural
Hill Cemetery in Northville. Ar-
rangements were by the Caster-
line Funeral Home.

ESTHER PEARSON

Esther L. Pearson, 90, of North-
ville died June 24 at Garden City
Hospital, Garden City.

She was born March 31, 1902,
in Goteborg, Sweden to the late
Karl and Selma Lundberg
Rundquist.

She married Algot Pearson
April 21, 1928. He preceded herin
death In 1985.

Survivors include her son, Gil-
bert (Sally) Pearson of Plymouth;
her daughter, Sonja Jay) Win-
disch of Northville; four grand-
children; and three great-

children.

The oldest of three dauthers
and the only one tomake it to the
United States, she worked as a
governess {or the Morgan family of
Grosse Pointe. She enjoyed need-
lework, was known for her Swed-
ish cooking, and was very active at
Resurrection Lutheran Church in
Detroit. She was alsoa member of
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Northville.

Amemorialwas heldJune 27 at
St. Paul's Lutheran
Church of Northville. Pastor La-
wrence A. Kinne officiated. Inter-
ment was at Glen Eden Memorial
Park in Livonia. ents
were made by Casterline Funeral
Home of Northville.

Memorials may be sent to St.
Paul's School.

MICHAEL PETERSON

Michael R Peterson, 21, of De-
troit died in Northville onJune 26.
He was bomn Jan. 6, 1971 in
Meadville, Pa.

* Surviving are;.his-. parents,
Suzette Habing’ of ‘Redford-and-

his brother, Christopher Mays of
Redford; his sister, Rojean Plerce
of Redford; and his grandparents,
Rojean Massard of Northville and
Pauland Virginia Peterson of Ere,
Pa.

He worked for Highland Lakes
Condominium of Nm ;;:
groundskeeper. He radua
Northville High School.

He was drummer for the band

Robert Peterson of Sdegérfosmy , |

Pirate Love, which plans a benefit
show to be held In his memoy.
The funeral was June 29 at the
Vermeulen Trust 100 Funeral
Home, Plymouth. The Rev. Rocky
A. Barra officlated. Interment was
at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in
Southfield. Memorials may be
sent to Alcoholics For Christ {en-
velopes at funeral home).

HOWARD SMITH

Former Detroit resident How-
ard F. (Smitty) Smith, 71, of Alpa-
cheJunction, Ariz., died June 9 at
thehome of hissister, Kay VanRe-
nterghem, in Northville following
a long fllness. -

He was born June S, 1921, In
Detroit to Si P. and Elma
(Buckner) Smith. He was an Army
veteran who served in Europe
during World War I1. He moved to
the Upper Peninsula in 1950
where he owned and operated
Smitty’s restaurants in Negaunee
and ishpeming until retiring in
1974.

His wife, Ruth, preceded him In
death, as did his sons James and
Donald and his brothers Stanley
and Paul. Survivors include his
mother, Elma (Buckner} Jasper;
his son Stanley of Waverly, Tex.;
his daugher Cathy Schmitz of
Fond Du lLac, Wisc.; his sisters
Kay Van Reterghem and Marfon
Babala; his brother Larry Jasper;
his cousin Jack McGaffey: 10
grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; and many nieces
and nephews.

Funeral services were held at
Ishpeming, Mich. A memorial ser-
vicewasheldJuly 1 at St. Colette's
Church in Livonia. Memorial con-
tributions may be sent to Angela
Hospice Home Care Inc., 36995
Five Mile Road, Livonia 48154.

FIRMIN WILKINSON

Firmin Wilkinson, 78, of North-
ville died Juné 26 in his home.

He was borm June 28, 1913 In
Westview, .. to the late Martin
and Margaret McGregor Loudon
Wilkinson.

He was a flight instructor for
the Detroit City Afrport and moved
to the Northville area in 1981 from
Detroit. He was a member of the
Jeflerson Lodge No. 53 F & AM.

His wife, Grace M. Eakes of
Northville, survives with thelrson,
Steven (Terrie), of Livonia;
daughter, Evelyn M. Larabell of
Belleville; and their grandchil-
dren, Marc and Laura Wilkinson
and Christopher Larabell.

' Sérvices were'June 29 at the
~First P_rc_s'bi{tcer!an’lChﬁrch_» of

‘Northvillel The Rev. James Rus=~
sell officiated. Burlal was at Rural
Hill Cemetery. Visitation took
place Saturday and Sunday from
the Ross B. Northrop Funeral
Home, Northville. ents
were by the Northrop Funeral
Home.

Memorials to the First Pre-
sbyterian Church of Northville or
the Ann Arbor Hospice would be

appreciated by the family.

Wixom businessman eyes House

people running for
state House of Representatives in the
new 38th District. It includes the part
of the City of Northullle in Oakland
County (north of Baseline Road) as
well as Nout and much of the rest of
southwest Oakiand County.

By CRISTINA FERRIER
Stalt Writer

Jim Ash is a Wixom businessman
who, along with Miiford resident
JohnRiley, is challenging incumbent
Willis Bullard for his seat in the Mi-
Mﬁxmx of Representatives, If

August primary, he will
face off against Democrat Robert
Havey.

This is Ash’s first major bid for
public office. He has previously
served on Wixom's charter revision
commission. He {s the owner of a
computer repair business.

What made you decide to run for
office?

Elected officials haven't done too
much for the state in the pastdecade.
Aprime example s, torunabusiness
inthis state It takes a lot of taxes from
you and a Jot of businesses are leav-
ing the state because of the tax
structure.

I felt that should
have some peowu:ereuw:r}w have
gone through this recession, de-
pression — that are involved n it. |
have not heard any elected official
come up with a plan to create jobs or
how to help senior citizens or the
health care that keeps going up and
you can't afford it.

What's your proposal?

There are three things that you re-
ally need to do. First, you have to
make a good place to do business for
industry In the state, and the only
way you can do that Is to beat out the
southern states that pull our indus-
try down there. They offer all kinds of

packages so that people will come
down there.

Wehere g-vctaxabatemmtstobu-
sinesses for, say, 12 years. Well, if
you can give an abatement ¢o a com-

pany for 12 years, theyll come in,
they’ll make some money, and then
they’ll leave. That does happen a lot
and I figure that if that’s the case, we
can create a business atmosphere
where we tee tax breaks in
this state, where the incentives are

enough for them to come in and

good
fhx:%ky people, then they would stay

STRvInTS

What plan do you have for cut-, .
ting property taxes? i) T
Basically what I'm running on is
statewide casino I'm put-

gambling.
ting the figures together now for how
much revenue that would generate
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SAVE UP TO 2

@ Sidewolk uneven; afraid of tripping?

® Stoops and patios settling toward the building?
® Driveways and parkways tilted or uneven?

® Warehouse or plant floors settled

® Floor joints move, voids under floors?

of Replacement Costs
with our remarkable way of
raising concrete.

KENT CONCRETE LIFTING

Call 532-8803 or 1-800.968-2345 For Free Estimates
Serving all of Southeostern Michigan, 13040 Inkster Rd., Redford
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SUMMER SKATING PASS!

Skate in Air Conditioned Comfort at America’s
Finest Roller Skating Center

Valid Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday

1:00-4:00

June 16 thru August 22
SKATE RENTAL $1.50
Bonaventure will be closed Saturday, July 4 thre Thursday, July 9.

Re-open on Friday, July 10.

BONAVENTURE ROLLER SKATING CENTER
24505 HALSTED FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48335

ONE BLOCK NORTH OF GRAND RIVER

PHONE 476-2200

Bring this ad to Bonaventure for one free admission,
not valid for private parties or special events.
Offer oxpires july 25, 1992
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for the state. The taxes that would
pay, I cannot you a figure. But it
would be in theg‘l(leundrcds of miizss
of dollars, on the business of casino
gambling. The amount of people
they'd employ, depending on how it
was set up — we'll go conservative —
75,000 people directly and indirectly.

Now when you have that kind of
business here, it employs every
skilled trade. one that can have
a job and work can be employed by it
. . . Plusitwould bring people infrom
out of state, where they need a place
etcl)s:tay. to buy gas, and everything

You have to give property tax relief,
too — to the industry, to anyone who
owns a home, but mainly to the se-
nior citizens.

1 propose that il you pay taxes 20
years in the State of Michigan and
you're a senlor citizen, that your tax
be cut to a minimum. I'm saying
8500, and I want that money to go to
the community they live in. Not the
state, not the schools, because they
(senior citizens) won't need it.

How would you fund the
schools?

With the money coming In from
the taxes you can fund your schools.
You can reduce your tax bite from the
schools for the industry and home-
owners by the money that you get
from the casino gambling and the
people that it would employ.

Do you think that bad roads and
bridges in the state are enough ofa
problem to warrant a 5-cent in-
crease in the state fuel tax? Or
would casino gambling take care of
that?

Casino gamblingisn'ta pot of gold,
but you would derive more money
from it.

The biggest problem you have with
taxmoney is that there’s a lot of it go-
ing in and not much of it coming
back. 1 believe that roads are abso-
lutely Important for everyone — for
commerce, people on vacation, tour-
ists, everyone — that's very
important.

There's talk of the Legislature
creating a multi-county water and
‘sewer board to take over the
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Detroit-run system. What do you
think of that proposal?

I've heard people say that it's the
taxes and the people who pay for it.
But then again, Detroit actually built
it. They're supplying the service.
They're trying to upgrade it. I don't
think you can just go in there and
take it from them.

Youdon't take other people’s prop-
erty: you have to discuss it and see if
you can come {0 an ment.

Do you believe that voters
should support the constitutional
amendment to Hmit terms in the
Nov. 3 election?

1think approximately a decade as
anelected persontoeither the Senate
or (House of) Representatives, state
or federal, Isaboutenough thata per-
son can really do, due to the fact that
you get bumned out.

It scems like politiclans figure
you're working for them, and that re-
ally bothers me. I figure if you elect
someone, you're paying their salary,
you put them in office, and you ex-
pect something.

You work for the voters, period.
There’s no other way of looking at it.
You have to come back and see what
your people need. | have stated that I
will spend one day a month In the
communities that I represent. 1 will
schedule a time for each community,
one day a month, and people will
know that they can come and talk to
me at that time.

To be more accesaible?

You've got to be. You've got to be.
You can get up there and lose track of
the people down here. In my youth, 1
was once told by a politiclan that he
doesn't have to know what his people
want, that he knows what's best for
them. And we got into a little discus-
sion over that. That's totally wrong.
That's totally wrong.

Term limitation, yes. Ten years Is
about max.

Should the state tie welfare ben-
efits to school attendance, or job
training or community service?

Well, if a person’s {ll, or has very
young children . . . Unless they can
make it conventent for the people, 1
don't see how they can.

But welfare is basically for when
you have a hard time, and you need
some help. I think the state and bu-
sinesses should get together and try
programs to give people the educa-
tion and the knowledge to acquire

Do you think that the state
should move toward a 200-day
school year?

1think on the west coast they have
it all year long, don’t they? I see no-
dthlng wrong with 200 days, I really

on't.
| It ‘seems like, for the last 10
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years or so, the state and the
state’s agencles have raised fees
rather than maise taxes. They've
maised fees for diiver’s licenses,
college tultion, patk fees, but they
haven't ralsed taxes. Do you sup-
port this method?

Well, actually it's a users fee,

t? 1imagine you dohave to pay to
tr:ﬂlsomem. {gt:n‘t think it would

be fair to say we need this much more
when you don't use it.

There are certaln tgmtglsf that have
to pay for, anyway. But {f a person
doesn't use & state park, why should
they have to pay taxes for it?

This morming the Supreme
Court announced its decision on
the abortion issue. They didn't
overtumn Roe vs. Wade, but they
upheld a numberof restrictions in-
cluding & 24-hour waiting perdod
and parental consent. Do you sup-
port such restrictions? What are
your views on the abortion issue?

How can you legislate a morality
issue? How can you?

S0 you don't believe abortion
should be legislated?

No. Nor do I believe anyone should
face any kind of punishment for it.
It's the individual's decision. My
Lord, It's like tellingyouyoucan'tbea
member of a certain church or you
can’t believe in g or that. Morality
is nothing for politics.

You go by what you believe. No one
can make that dedsion for you.

I'dlike youto tell me about what
you consider to be your major ac-
complishments. What hi.e you
done that you're the most proud

of? ,

Marrying my wife, seriously. Shels
a great help to me and I've had a lot
better life with her. Other accom-
plishments Is I have a nice son and
he’s my friend. I only have so many
friends and they are just like me —if
they need something [ do it and they
do the same for me.

Tve traveled all over the world and
I've enjoyed that, and [ work well ar-
ound machines. I like being a bu-
sinessman, even with all the heada-
ches. Fm sort of independent in my

thinking,

Ibelieve in doing things right and if
Tcommit myself, {fit's on a comumittee
or I've ever done, I've always
done it the best I could and If I didn't
think it was right I'd ask somebody.
And {fthey showed me a better way, 1
would do it. There’s always people
smarter than you out there, they
know a lot more, and if you listen to
them you benefit.

Anything else?

I favor a sales taxincrease, 1 cent.
Use that to help senlor citizens get

thelr breaks, because we're losing*
them. We can't afford tm_lose them. -

Wifson Reebok
cNogan.  1gp-FLITE
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Jackets * Ralnsuits - Sweaters
Warm-Up Suits » Shirts » Short
Slacks * Tops * Fleece

retail
Take First Pick « A Tremendous Selection
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Top Quality
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